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IDEM INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
We Protect Hoosiers and Our Environment. 

Eric J. Holcomb 
Governor 

Mr. Flyn Van Ewijk 
4900 Hopyard Road, Ste 220 
Pleasanton, CA 94588 

All: 

100 N. Senate Avenue • Indianapolis, IN 46204 

(800) 451-6027 • (317) 232-8603 • www.idem.lN.gov 

July 17, 2024 

Re: Expiration of Pennit 

Brian C. Rockensuess 
Commissioner 

Fulcrum Centerpoint, LLC 
Permit No. F089-44042-00660 
Gary, IN, Lake County 

The Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) Office of Air Quality (OAQ) has 
evaluated the status of construction approval, pennit number Pennit No. F089-44042-00660, and 
determined this approval is no longer valid. 

IDEM OAQ issued Fulcrum Centerpoint, LLC ("Fulcrum") an approval to construct and Federally 
Enforceable State Operating Permit ("FESOP") and operating pennit on August 16, 2022. 

Pursuant to B.2 of the permit and 326 IAC 2-1.1-9(5), the Commissioner may revoke the pennit if 
construction is not commenced within 18 months of issuance. IDEM is unaware of any construction 
activities that have taken place at the Site. Fulcrum previously requested additional time to 
commence construction during a pending administrative appeal of the FESOP. IDEM did not 
explicitly grant an extension of time to commence construction, but rather communicated that it 
would not revoke the permit at that time. 

The Office of Environmental Adjudication ("OEA") issued a Final Order upholding the FESOP on 
April 18, 2024. The petitioners in that cause have sought judicial review ofOEA's decision. In an 
effort to determine how to proceed, IDEM OAQ requested that Fulcrum provide information 
regarding the facility's plans and if Fulcrum intends to move forward with the project, but has not 
received any response from either Fulcrum or its counsel. Additionally, Fulcrum failed to appear at 
scheduled prehearing and status conferences with the court reviewing OEA's decision upholding its 
permit. 

Given that Fulcrum has not commenced construction at the site, has not participated in or appeared 
at judicial proceedings related to the validity of its construction approval, and has not responded to 
IDEM OAQ's inquiries about how it intends to proceed, IDEM OAQ has determined it is 
appropriate to revoke Permit No. F089-44042-00660 to avoid unnecessary expenditure of agency 
and judicial resources,. 

0 
A State that~ 

Visit on.IN.gov/survey or scan the QR code to provide feedback. 

We appreciate your input.I 
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Anew permit to construct and operate must be obtained ifFulcurm intends to conduct any 
additional construction activities subject to air permitting requirements. If you would like to meet 
with IDEM to discuss the submittal of a new application, we would be happy to schedule a meeting 
with OAQ's Permit Branch. 

If you wish to challenge this decision, IC 4-21.5-3 requires that you file a petition for administrative 
review. This petition may include a request for stay of effectiveness and must be submitted to the 
Indiana Office of Administrative Law Proceedings (OALP), 100 North Senate Avenue, Government 
Center North, Room N802, Indianapolis, IN 46204, within eighteen (18) calendar days of the 
mailing of this notice. The filing of a petition for administrative review is complete on the earliest 
of the following dates that apply to the filing: 

(1) the date the document is delivered to the OALP; 

(2) the date of the postmark on the envelope containing the document, if the document is mailed to 
OEA by U.S. mail; or 

(3) The date on which the document is deposited with a private carrier, as shown by receipt issued 
by the carrier, if the document is sent to the OALP by private carrier. 

The petition must include facts demonstrating that you are either the applicant, a person aggrieved 
or adversely affected by the decision or otherwise entitled to review by law. Please identify the 
permit, decision, or other order for which you seek review by permit number, name of the applicant, 
location, date of this notice and all of the following: 

(1) the name and address of the person making the request; 

(2) the interest of the person making the request; 

(3) identification of any persons represented by the person making the request; 

( 4) the reasons, with particularity, for the request; 

( 5) the issues, with particularity, proposed for considerations at any hearing; and 

( 6) identification of the terms and conditions which, in the judgment of the person making the 
request, would be appropriate in the case in question to satisfy the requirements of the law 
governing documents of the type issued by the Commissioner. 

• Mitthew ckey 

cc: File - Lake County 
Lake County Health Department 
Compliance and Enforcement Branch 
IDEM Northwest Regional Office 

Assistant Commissioner 
Office of Air Quality 
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REQUEST FORM 

 Acknowledgment Letter &  

Petroleum Eligibility Determination 

for U.S. EPA Brownfields Multipurpose, Assessment,  

and Cleanup (MAC) Grant Proposals 

(FFY19) 
 

All Indiana applicants (other than state/tribal environmental authorities) to the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) for brownfield grant funding must submit with every proposal a current 

letter from the “State or Tribal Environmental Authority,” which is the Indiana Department of 

Environmental Management (IDEM), acknowledging that the applicant plans to perform the proposed 

activities (e.g., assessment and cleanup) and to apply for FFY19 federal brownfields grant funds.  Site-

specific petroleum eligibility determinations must also be confirmed by IDEM for proposals that address 

solely petroleum contamination. This form can be used to request both an acknowledgment letter and 

petroleum eligibility determination.  

 

Only one Request Form per applicant is necessary, even if an entity is applying for more than one U.S. 

EPA Brownfields grant.  To obtain the required letter (and petroleum eligibility determination, if 

applicable) on IDEM letterhead, the information requested below must be submitted to the Indiana 

Brownfields Program (Program) no later than January 11, 2019.   

 

All proposals must be submitted electronically to U.S. EPA through www.grants.gov  

by 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on January 31, 2019.  Note the appropriate U.S. EPA Regional Brownfields 

Contact listed in the guidelines accordingly. Please email a courtesy copy of your final proposal(s) to the 

Indiana Brownfields Program for its records.  

 

Note: For this national competition, the Program recommends that applicants utilize services available 

through the Technical Assistance to Brownfields (TAB) program http://www.ksutab.org for 

consultation/review of draft proposals prior to submitting final grant proposals to U.S. EPA. To ensure 

adequate review time, please contact the TAB program early in your grant proposal writing process. The 

TAB program is funded by U.S. EPA and provides its services free of charge on a first-come, first-served 

basis.  For more information, please contact Maggie Egbarts, KSU TAB Coordinator for U.S. EPA 

Regions 5 & 7, 785-532-0782, maggiejessie@ksu.edu.  

 

 

Summary Information 

-Applicant (for Assessment Coalition proposal, please note Lead Applicant): 

-County of applicant/site (if applicable): 

-Type of Grant(s): 

-Amount of Grant(s) (please note $ breakdown of Hazardous Substances/Petroleum, if applicable): 

-If site-specific, list site name(s) (list all known names): 

-If site-specific, is/are the site(s) already entered into the Indiana Brownfields Program or IDEM program?    

-If applicable/known, what is/are the site number(s)?  

-How has the applicant participated in the Indiana Brownfields Program in the past? 

-Has the applicant submitted a U.S. EPA Brownfields Grant Proposal in the past?  If so, in what year(s)? 

-Date of Request Form submission: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.ksutab.org/
mailto:maggiejessie@ksu.edu
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1. Primary Contact (for questions regarding this request) 

 

Name: Mr. Joe van Dyk 

 Affiliation: Director, City of Gary, Department of Planning and Redevelopment 

 Email:  jvandyk@ci.gary.in.us 

 Phone: (219) 886-1531     Fax: (219) 881-4383 

 

2.  Acknowledgment Letter/Petroleum Eligibility Determination should be addressed to  

             (applicant for the U.S. EPA Grant(s))  

 

Name (please include Title): Mr. Joe van Dyk 

 Job Title: Director 

 Affiliation: City of Gary, Department of Planning and Redevelopment 

 Address: 504 Broadway, Suite 200, Gary, IN 46402 

 Email: jvandyk@ci.gary.in.us 

 Phone:  (219) 886-1531   Fax: (219) 881-4383 

  

3. Entity assembling and submitting the grant proposal(s) to U.S. EPA (this individual and any 

others specified to be copied will receive by email, as well as by U.S. mail or fax if requested, the 

Acknowledgment Letter/Petroleum Eligibility Determination, which should be included with each 

grant proposal)  

 

Name: Mr. Joe van Dyk 

 Title: Director 

 Affiliation: City of Gary, Department of Planning and Redevelopment 

 Address: 504 Broadway, Suite 200, Gary, IN 46402 

 Email: jvandyk@ci.gary.in.us 

 Phone:  (219) 886-1531    Fax: (219) 881-4383 

 

4. Indicate type(s) of grant applying for, dollar amount(s) requested (excluding any state, local, or 

private investment or cost-share in the project), and a detailed description of the planned use(s) of 

grant funds. Indicate type(s) of contamination to be addressed with grant funds (e.g., petroleum, 

hazardous substance, and/or petroleum co-mingled with hazardous substances).   

Note:  For sites with petroleum contamination only (not petroleum co-mingled with hazardous 

substances), item #9 below must also be completed.  

 

The City of Gary is applying to the USEPA Brownfield Cleanup Grant Program for a single site. 

The City of Gary will request $500,000 in federal funds and will commit $100,000 in local match. 

The grant funds will be used for the cleanup of a single brownfield site with known hazardous 

substances and the potential for hazardous substances co-mingled with petroleum.  

 

The site historically operated under private industrial firms involved in raw materials and cement 

production and went defunct in early 2000’s. The Gary Redevelopment Commission currently 

owns the site with plans for industrial redevelopment. The site contains abandoned structures, silos 
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and stockpile materials. Brownfield cleanup activities would include remediation of contaminated 

stockpiled waste material and offsite disposal at an appropriate disposal facility.   

 

5. Explain community need and redevelopment/end use plans.  

 

The USEPA Brownfield Cleanup Grant will provide the City of Gary with federal funds to advance 

the environmental remediation of a 78-acre brownfield near Lake Michigan with clean industry 

reuse potential. Currently this site known as Parcel 5 and owned by the Gary Redevelopment 

Commission, makes no contribution to the City’s tax base.  

 

With the assistance of a brownfield cleanup grant, the City would attract private investment eager 

to access the site’s proximity to the lakefront and multi-modal transportation networks for clean 

industrial uses that would significantly impact the property’s assessed valuation and benefit the 

City’s financial well-being.  

 

As an environmental justice community, this grant project on an isolated site would help address 

and facilitate the general reduction of hazardous waste and petroleum exposure to sensitive 

populations within the city’s jurisdiction and generate employment opportunities for those 

populations that are economically-impoverished or disproportionally affected by labor market 

conditions.   

 

The City intends for this lakefront industrial area, north of the Gary/Chicago International Airport, 

to remain an industrially-zoned complex. The City and a private corporation are in discussions 

about the potential reuse of Parcel 5 for bioenergy generation from municipal waste. This 

redevelopment project would result in new private investment, job creation and quality of life 

enhancements for local businesses and residents alike. 

 

6. Indicate commitment to participate in the Indiana Brownfields Program and/or IDEM Voluntary 

Remediation Program for oversight of grant-funded/related site activities.  

 

 The City of Gary Department of Redevelopment commits to participate in the Indiana Brownfields 

Program and/or IDEM Voluntary Remediation Program for oversight of the grant-funded/related 

site activities.   

 

7.   If submitting a site-specific proposal to U.S. EPA, identify site name(s), location(s), status 

(bankrupt, tax delinquent, abandoned, inactive, etc.), including brief operational history and current 

use(s), as applicable. 

 

 Site Name: Parcel 5 

Location: 6200 Industrial Highway APPR, Gary, Indiana  

Status: Inactive, City-Owned 

 Brief History:  The site historically operated under private industrial firms involved in raw 

materials and cement production and went defunct in early 2000’s. The Gary Redevelopment 

Commission currently owns the site with plans for industrial redevelopment upon brownfield 

cleanup.   

 

8.   If submitting a site-specific proposal to U.S. EPA, describe site ownership. 

▪ Indicate whether the applicant or current owner caused or contributed to the existing 

contamination at the site(s). 

▪ Multipurpose and Cleanup Grant applicants must own the site at the time the proposal 

is submitted to U.S. EPA.   
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The Gary Redevelopment Commission owns the site and the City of Gary as applicant did not 

cause or contribute to the existing contamination of the site.  

 

9. For site-specific proposals for petroleum-contaminated sites ONLY (not petroleum co-mingled 

with hazardous substances): In addition to the above information, and per U.S. EPA grant 

guidelines (see current proposal guidelines for more context on these questions), please provide the 

following information so that the state/IDEM can render the requisite petroleum site eligibility 

determination (Please attach responses to this Request Form): 

 

a. Current and Immediate Past Owners: Identify the current and immediate past owner(s) of 

the site. For purposes of petroleum eligibility determinations for U.S. EPA brownfield 

grant funding only, the current owner is the entity that will own the site at the time of 

proposal submission.  

 

b. Acquisition of Site: Identify when (the date) and by what method the current owner 

acquired the property (e.g., purchase, tax foreclosure, donation, eminent domain). 

 

c. No Responsible Party for the Site: Identify whether the current owner and immediate past 

owner (which includes, if applicable, the applicant):  

1) dispensed or disposed of petroleum or petroleum product contamination, or 

exacerbated the existing petroleum contamination at the site (describe any 

activities that resulted in a new release or creation of an exposure pathway to 

existing contamination); 

2) owned the site when any dispensing or disposal of petroleum (by others) took 

place; and 

3) took reasonable steps with regard to the contamination at the site (describe 

activities conducted by the current owner and immediate past owner on the site, 

including any activities conducted in response to known contamination). 

If petroleum contamination is only suspected, and not known because neither the owner nor 

immediate past owner has conducted/is aware of any site investigation competed on the 

site, then please indicate such. 

 

d. Assessed by a Person Not Potentially Liable: Identify whether the grant applicant (as 

current site owner and/or as a result of operating on the site): 

1) dispensed or disposed of petroleum or petroleum product; or 

2) exacerbated the existing petroleum contamination at the site (describe any 

activities that resulted in a new release or creation of an exposure pathway to 

existing contamination); and 

3) took reasonable steps with regard to the contamination at the site (describe 

activities conducted by the applicant on the site, including any activities conducted 

in response to known contamination). 

 

e. Judgments, Orders, or Third-Party Suits: Provide information that no responsible party 

(including the applicant) is identified for the site, through either: 

1) a judgment rendered in a court of law or an administrative order that would require 

any person to assess, investigate, or clean up the site; or  

2) an enforcement action by federal or state authorities against any party that would 

require any person to assess, investigate, or clean up the site; or  

3) a citizen suit, contribution action, or other third-party claim brought against the 

current or immediate past owner, that would, if successful, require the assessment, 

investigation, or cleanup of the site. 
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f. Subject to RCRA: Identify whether the site is subject to any order under section 9003(h) of 

the Solid Waste Disposal Act. 

 

g. Financial Viability of Responsible Parties: For any current or immediate past owner(s) 

identified as responsible for the contamination at the site, provide information regarding 

whether the party has the financial capability to satisfy obligations under federal or state 

law to assess, investigate or clean up the site (e.g., is the party an ongoing business or 

company or is it defunct or insolvent? Is the party an individual?).  Check resources (e.g., 

tax returns, bank statements, Secretary of State records, Dun & Bradstreet reports, 

Hoover’s Business Information, etc.) for determining financial capability.     

 

Note: If no responsible party is identified in (c) or (d) above, then the petroleum-contaminated site 

may be eligible for funding.  If a responsible party is identified above, then U.S. EPA or the state 

must next determine whether that party is financially viable (for the activities identified in the grant 

proposal). If any such party is determined to be financially viable, then the petroleum-

contaminated site may not be eligible for funding. For more information, see the Information on 

Sites Eligible for Brownfields Funding under CERCLA § 104(k). 

 

If you are unable to provide information on any of the above questions for a petroleum eligibility 

determination, then you must include a brief explanation of why the information requested above is 

not available. 

 

 

This Request Form should be completed and submitted (via email preferably, fax or U.S. mail) no 

later than January 11, 2019 to: 

 

Michele Oertel 

Federal Funding & Community Relations Coordinator 

Indiana Brownfields Program 

100 N. Senate Avenue 

Room 1275 

Indianapolis, Indiana  46204 

 

Phone: (317) 234-0235 

Fax: (317) 234-1338 

Email: moertel@ifa.in.gov 

 

 

Reminder: The FFY19 U.S. EPA Solicitations for Brownfields Grants and Guidelines are posted at 

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/solicitations-brownfield-grants. Final grant proposals, with attached 

IDEM Acknowledgment Letters/Petroleum Eligibility Determinations, must be submitted electronically to 

U.S. EPA through www.grants.gov by January 31, 2019.    

 

Please remember to email your final proposal(s) to the Indiana Brownfields Program.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:moertel@ifa.in.gov
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/solicitations-brownfield-grants
http://www.grants.gov/
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 Eric J. Holcomb                      Brian C. Rockensuess  
 Governor Commissioner   

 

                                         

Visit on.IN.gov/survey or scan the QR code to provide feedback. 
 

We appreciate your input! 
   

 

July 5, 2023 
 
 

VIA MAIL   

Mr. Daryn Riechmann 
Riechmann Transport, Inc. 
3328 West Chain of Rocks Road 
Granite City, Illinois, 62040 
 
 
Re: Information Request 
 Riechmann Transport, Inc. 

7200 Chicago Avenue 
Gary, Indiana, 46406 
Lake County 
Facility ID #8151 
Incident #199501549 

 
Dear Mr. Riechmann: 
 
 IDEM staff recently reviewed the file pertaining to a release of petroleum from an 
underground storage tank (UST) at Riechmann Transport Inc., 7200 Chicago Avenue, 
Gary, Indiana. Owners and operators of USTs must comply with the requirements for 
investigating and cleaning up reported releases from USTs pursuant to Indiana Code 
(IC) 13-23 and 329 Indiana Administrative Code (IAC) 9. If you never owned or 
operated USTs, but own the property, you may be liable for the cleanup pursuant to IC 
13-24-1. 
 

The following documents were reviewed pertaining to this release: 
 

• Violation letter - Indiana department of Environmental Management (IDEM), 
Dated June 23, 2009 (VFC#49339563) 

• Site Activity Update – Indiana department of Environmental Management 
(IDEM), Dated July 1, 2005 (VFC#23575786)  

 
 

As the owner/operator of the above facility you are responsible for submitting 
information to IDEM related to release reports, investigations, and corrective actions 
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planned or taken pursuant to 329 IAC 9-3-1. In addition, you are required to conduct the 
following actions: 

 
• 329 IAC 9-5-5.1 and 6 - The owner and operator must assemble information 

regarding the nature and extent of contamination. All remediation performed 
should be submitted for review in order for IDEM to assess current site conditions.  

IDEM is currently requesting Petroleum Remediation Section (PRS) 
correspondence, reports, and related documents under 15 MB be submitted 
electronically to: LeakingUST@IDEM.in.gov. Electronic submittal directly to the PRS 
email inbox will streamline the documents distribution and help facilitate quicker 
document review times. Paper copies and CDs are no longer necessary as previously 
required in OLQ Document Submittal Guidelines.   

Please label the email and attached documents as directed below:  

• Email Subject Line: REPORT NAME (ie. 1Q 2020 QMR, ISC, FSI, etc.)_FID 
(insert number)_LUST (insert number)_DATE (yyyymmdd)  

• Document/File Name: REPORT NAME (ie. 1Q 2020 QMR, ISC, FSI, etc.)_FID 
(insert number)_LUST (insert number)_DATE (yyyymmdd) 

For more information regarding document and data submittal guidelines, 
sampling and analysis requirements or technical information, visit the LUST Home page 
at www.in.gov/idem/tanks/2333.htm or contact the site project manager. 

 If you wish to review public information about the records IDEM has regarding 
your facility, please visit the IDEM Virtual File Cabinet at 
www.in.gov/idem/legal/2363.htm. 
 
 Failure to comply with these requirements may result in a formal enforcement 
action. In addition, as long as you are not in compliance with these requirements, you 
are not eligible for reimbursement for claims from the Excess Liability Trust Fund 
(ELTF). If you anticipate seeking reimbursement for your remediation costs, please 
contact the ELTF Section at (317) 234-0990. 
 
 In addition to environmental implications, having active release numbers 
attached to your property may decrease the value of your property and may create 
difficulties for you should you try to sell or further develop your property in the future.  
Additionally, contaminated property that is passed on through a will or trust may 
unintentionally further the financial burden, often associated with these facilities, to other 
parties. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me at (317) 233-0534 or toll free from 
within Indiana at (800) 451-6027. I may also be reached at:  cmcdonal@idem.IN.gov. 
 

 
 

mailto:LeakingUST@IDEM.in.gov
http://www.in.gov/idem/tanks/2333.htm
http://www.in.gov/idem/legal/2363.htm.
http://www.in.gov/idem/legal/2363.htm.
mailto:cmcdonal@idem.IN.gov
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Sincerely, 

 

       
 

     Curtis McDonald 
     Environmental Project Manager 
     Petroleum Remediation Section 

Petroleum Branch 
     Office of Land Quality 
 

ecopy: IDEM File 
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